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For this year’s design competition, 
we’re inviting ideas for inshore fish-
ing boats that only use sails or oars. 

Fishing around the UK is regulated by the 
Marine Fisheries Agency. Anyone who 
fishes for profit must have a registered boat 
and hold a pressure stocks licence. But, 
crucially, an exemption is made for boats 
under 10m (32ft 10in) that do not have an 
engine. We’re using this exemption to set 
the parameters for our competition. 

Fishing methods
We’re looking for designs for boats that 
can work from an open beach or a har-
bour. There is no limit on the type of 
fishing method that can be used, but in the 
absence of power it’s likely that hand lin-
ing, set nets or long lines will be more 
practical than anything which involves 
towing a net. We will give credit for boats 
designed for the use of sustainable fishing 

Under EU legislation you don’t need a licence for fishing 
commercially, provided the boat is under 10m and 
doesn’t have an engine. Aidan Tuckett introduces our 
competition to design such a boat, using sail and oar 
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methods such as netting for sardines or 
pilchards, hand lining for bass or mackerel, 
or potting for spider crabs. Minimum 
landing sizes for all species still apply, 
regardless of how they are caught – the 
table on p43 gives a few examples – but 
sustainable fishing methods can be targeted 
at mature fish which are not under threat. 

If caught by these methods, these species 
are not regarded by the Marine Conservation 
Society as  at risk of over fishing. 

For any fishing method, having the 
space to haul and set gear safely, clear the 
catch into baskets for gutting, and then 
store it iced containers for storage until it 
can be landed is essential. 

Above and left: The 

Clovelly Picarooner 

Little Lily, built by 

Falmouth Marine 

School in 2007/8 

and bought by the 

Clovelly Estate 

Company to be used 

for herring fishing 

under sail. Lug-

rigged and just 15ft 

(4.6m) LOA. See 

CB248
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St Ives Jumbo 
Jonny Nance’s 2007 
replica of a local 
design, by Wm 
Paynter, dating from 
1885 and then used 
for inshore netting of 
herring and pilchard, 
handlining and 
crabbing. Loose-
footed lug rig leaves 
“a wonderfully clear 
working area” LOA 
20ft 6in (6.3m). See 
CB237 and www.
stivesjumbo.com
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Design example 
To give some ideas, Aidan Tuckett offers a design for a 
pot fishing boat inspired by the Langoustiers of Brittany. 

This boat is designed to get offshore fast and safely, 
working hand lines or long lines to catch small quantities 
of high-value fish kept in ice trunks which are stowed 
under the side decks. Out early morning in the summer 
at first light, using the sweeps to row or scull if winds are 
light, she would spend 6 hours on the grounds before 
heading back to catch the day trippers late afternoon 
who want to take the freshest catch home. 

Worked by two people, one can get his (or her) head 
down in the cuddy whilst the other steers to or from the 
grounds. Construction is in strip plank, Douglas fir or red 
pine with epoxy sheathing, laminated frames and 
bulkheads resin filleted into the hull. If the weather picks 
up or when she’s left on her mooring, the centre cockpit 
can be covered over with a tarpaulin.

Aidan Tuckett  07765 352364

Designs for a gaff 

cutter for inshore 

line fishing 

Copyright  © Aidan 

Tuckett
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Sea Bass (right) 36cm overall length 
Line caught with live bait (sand eels) or artificial lures, or with gill nets. All UK   
Herring 20cm overall length 
Drift nets, East Coast estuaries and Eastern Channel 

Mackerel 20cm overall length  
Hand lining and drift nets, all UK   

Megrim 20cm overall length 
Gill or trammel nets, southwest UK 
Plaice (left) 27cm overall length 
Gill and trammel nets, North Sea, Channel and Irish Sea
Pollack  30cm overall length 
Line caught, all UK  
Sardines or pilchards 11cm overall length 
Drift nets, West Country 
Scad or Horse Mackerel 15cm overall length 
Line caught or drift net, all UK 
Brown crab (right) 140mm across the carapace 
Inkwell or parlour pots, all UK  
Spider crab 120m across the carapace 
Pots or tangle nets, all UK   

Minimum size limits and catch 
methods for sustainable fishing 

Fish that is well treated from the moment 
it’s caught commands a premium, even if 
it’s only going into your own kitchen. 
Think about how you are going to keep 
the catch fresh as well as how you will haul 
nets or pots from a point well forward of 
amidships and how to get the biggest pos-
sible working space.  Gutting, baiting and 
gear repair is far easier with a work bench 
or table – how can this be fitted in? Can 
there be a cuddy to boil a kettle? 

Location
Having decided the fishing method, you 
will then need to consider where your boat 
will be based. It may make better sense to 
keep the boat close to the grounds by 
launching from a beach than to make a 
passage of any length from a harbour – all 
the more so when sail and oars are the only 
option. Time at sea without the gear over 
the side is time wasted.  

Where the beach is exposed, boats tend 
to have high sides and flat, beamy, bottom 
sections to maximise buoyancy as they 
come through the surf – as in the beach 
boats of Rye and Dungeness. Where shel-
ter such as a harbour is available, boats will 
have fine entries and lean hulls, such as the 
gigs of the Scilly Isles and Azores or the 
Donegal drontheims. 

Larger sailing designs might be better 
suited for some circumstances, for example 
the oyster dredgers of Falmouth or the 
Langoustiers of Brittany which carried 
stacks of crab pots on deck. Beam trawling 
needed a heavy displacement hull which 
could let the weight of the tide overcome 

the drag of the trawl on the sea bed, 
although it is rarely considered sustainable 
nowadays.  All of these boats were simply 
rigged, often using a loose-footed mainsail 
that could be easily handled and not get in 
the way of the gear. 

Materials
Designs can be for wood construction 
using either traditional or modern building 
techniques, or steel, GRP or ferrocement if 
you think it might fit the bill. Many devel-
oping countries’ fishery programmes use 
heavy displacement plywood chine boats 
or catamarans. Whatever you choose, you 
should aim for low-cost, basic but strong 
workboat standards. 

Equipment
No engine or powered machinery of any 
kind is allowed. There should be space for 
storing the catch in an icebox or even a wet 
well. Longer trips will need a cuddy and 
stove, and of course there should be an 
adequate bilge pump, an anchor and warp, 
a steering compass and space to keep the 
flares and a battery-powered VHF dry. For 
open boats there should be sufficient 
reserve buoyancy, either flotation bags or 
compartments, to survive being swamped. 

For more ideas on sustainable fishing 
methods, see www.fishonline.org/information/
MCSPocket_Good_Fish_Guide.pdf 
 
The MFA regulations on fishing vessel 
licensing can be seen at www.mfa.gov.uk/
management/guidance.htm

RULES OF THE 
COMPETITION 
Each entry must include:

1 Lines plan 
Elevation, body sections and plan view. 

2 Construction and general arrangement 
cross sections or plans as appropriate. 

3 Sail plan  
area and centre of lateral resistance.

4 Main dimensions     
LOA, LWL, beam, draught, displacement. 

5 Description
A description of up to 500 words on where 
the boat will be used, catch method(s) to be 
deployed, number of crew needed and any 
particular points of interest. 

Design requirements
Designs should be entered on sheets no 
larger than A2. Smaller sizes are acceptable 
provided accuracy and clarity are not 
sacrificed. Each sheet must show the scale, 
be dated and titled and have the designer’s 
name and address. Hand-drawn or CAD 
entries are acceptable. No email entries.
The competition will be open to amateurs 
and professionals; 1st prize is a half model. 
The winning designs will be chosen by a 
judging panel comprising Aidan Tuckett, 
Dan Houston and John Perryman and 
published in Classic Boat. Entries are 
non-returnable; Judges’ decisions are final. 

All entries to be in by 28 February 2010. 
Send hard copies, accompanied by a disc if 
available to: ‘Eco design’, Classic Boat, 
Leon House, 233 High Street, Croydon, 
Surrey CR9 1HZ. 


